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""% Nature Notes %

GreaI horned owlsbegin calling at dusk on cold
winter daysasmalesdefend their territoriesand
court females. By mid-February, femaegreat
horned owlswill begin nesting.

January and February aregood timeto look for
winter raptors. Red-tailed hawksand American
kestrelshunt over openfieldsasdo visiting r ough-
legged hawks. Smaller birdsvisit feedersona
regular basisthistime of year and can attract accipi-
terslikeshar p-shinned and Cooper’shawks.
Both specidizein catching and eating smaller birds.
Theconcentration of birdsat winter feedersprovide
thesetwo accipiterswith good opportunitiesfor
food whenitismost scarce. The hawksarejust
taking advantage of an opportunity provided by us
humans

February bringsthe beginning of courtshipand
mating for some of our nativemammals. Mink are
actively seeking amate beginning early inthemonth.
Both raccoonsand gr oundhogsbecome romanti-

- caly activetoward theend of
Zw  February. Tracksin the snow and,
unfortunately, roadkillsareindicators
that these animal sare out and about
at night. Eastern chipmunksaso
begin emerging from hibernation near
theend of the month scurrying around searching for
food and mates. One might show up at your bird
feedersat thistimeif foodisstill scarce.

4'} Sky Watch tQ

January bringsabrief but intense meteor shower on
the4th. ThisQuandrantid meteor shower will be

best seen between moonset and twilight (from about
3-6am.)if skiesareclear.

Look for thebrightest of al winter constellations,
Orion, theHunter, inthe southern sky. Above and
totheright of OrionisTaur us, the Bull withitsV-
shaped face. Thebright orange star, Aldebar an,
formstheeyeof thebull.

Look for Jupiter inthetwilight in thewest-south-
west in January. It will bethefirst bright object you
will seeintheevening sky. Mar sclimbsintothe
eastern sky by 10 p.m. at the beginning of the
month, rising earlier asthemonth progresses.

Full M oon occurson Jan. 8 whilelst quarter is Jan.
16. New Moon ison Jan. 23 and first quarter ison
Jan. 30. From Jan. 24-26, the crescent moon moves
from below to above Venusinthe
west-southwest about an hour
after sunset..

In February, Orion and Taur us
continueto dominate the southern
sky. Once again thismonth acrescent moon rises
past Venusfrom Feb. 23-25. Onthe 26thitisjust
totheright of Jupiter shortly after dark.

Full Moonison Feb. 7, last quarter Feb. 14, New
M oon the 21st and first quarter ison the 29th.

(continued on page 3)




MAPLE SUGARING PROGRAMS
FOR SCHOOLS

M aple sugaring programswill be offered for schools
Tuesday through Friday (except thefirst week),

Feb. 22 through March 9. Schoolsand home school
groups can contact Montour Environmental Pre-
serveat 570-437-3131 to schedule aprogram.
Registration beginsJan. 3.

Each maple sugaring program lasts about two hours.
Program participants should bekindergarten age or
older. Minimum group sizeis 10. Dressfor the
weather timeoutdoors.

LEGENDS OF
THE WINTER SKY
3 Friday, Jan. 13
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Meet in Environmental Education Center
Presented by: Jon D. Beam, Senior Naturalist
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Thehunter and hisdogsfaceacharging bull. The
great bear degpsthrough thewinter whileaqueen
sitsupon her throne. Storiesfrom ancient timesare
still associated with patternsof starsinthe night sky.
Today we know these patternsas constellations.
Joinusasweexplorethefolklore, and identification
of somecommonwinter constellations. If the
weather permits, we' |l start indoorswith abrief
introduction and then go outsideto explorethe
winter sky. If theweather doesnot cooperate, we'll
spend our timeindoors. Dresswarmly and be
prepared for anight walk outdoors.

WINTER TREE WALK
Saturday, Jan. 21
1:30-3p.m.

Meet in Environmental Education
Center Presented by: Jon D. Beam,
Senior Naturalist

Winter isaquiet timefor trees. They areleaflessand
dormant through the colder months. Without leaves
they aremoredifficult and chalenging toidentify
than during the summer months. Joinusfor awakin

awinter woods. Wewill discuss how trees adapt to
the cold of winter. We'll also exploretipsand
techniquesfor identifying somecommontreesusing
bark, twigsand buds. Dressfor theweather and
timeoutdoors.
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AT HOME IN THE
WOODS:

STAYING SHARP
Saturday, Jan. 28
1:30-3p.m.
Environmental Education Center
Presented by: Jon Beam, Senior Naturalist &
Fred Gast, Supervisor, Montour Preserve

Edged tools have been used by humansfor thou-
sandsof years. Although they have becomemore
refined through time, theknifeand axestill dothe
samejobstoday asthey did centuriesago. Join us
asweshareinformation and experiencein choosing
the* perfect” outdoor knife. We'll discuss specific
features, knife use, safety and care. We' |l dsotakea
look at another tool, the camp axe. Wewill havea
variety of each tool to show and therewill belive
demongtrationson practica applicationsand safety.

YOUNG EXPLORERS:

WOODCHUCK WONDERS
Ages 3-5
Advanced Registration Required
Thursday, Feb. 2
1:30-2:30p.m.
Environmental Education Center
Presented by: Jon D. Beam, Senior Naturalist

Join usto celebrate Ground Hog Day witha
story and somefun activities. We' |l explorethelife
of aground hog and learn what thisspecial day isall
about. Pleaseregister by calling thepreserveoffice
at 570-437-3131 or emalil at:
ppl preserves@pplweb.com




MAPLE SUGARING OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, Feb. 25
Noonto4p.m.
and
Sunday, March 4
Noonto4p.m.
Environmental Education Center
Presented by: Preserve Saff

Programsbegin on the hour (noon, 1, 2and 3p.m.)
inour Environmenta Education Center withatalk
andfilmfeaturing thenatura and culturad history of
maple sugaring. Afterward, ashort walk through the
woodstakesyou to the Sugar Shack to experience
thesights, sounds and scents of maple sugaring. Join
usfor thisfamily experience and follow the sugaring
processfrom sap to syrup. Scouts, 4-H and other
groups arewelcometo attend either day. Planto
arriveon the hour to enjoy theentire sugaring
program. Outdoor demonstrationsend at 4 p.m.
Maple productswill beavailablefor purchaseat the
Sugar Shack. For your comfort, we suggest you
dressfor theweather and ashort walk outdoors.

DELIGHTFUL
DULCIMER

AFTERNOON
Sunday, March 18
2-3:30p.m.
Environmental Education Center
Presented by: A.J. Bashorell

Celebratethebeginning of spring with the ddlightful
soundsof dulcimer music. A.J. Bashorell will treat
ustoamix of old-time, Celtic, Appa achian, con-
temporary and origina music. What better way to
chase away thewinter bluesthanto enjoy amusic-
filled afternoon? Thisspecia performance promises
to ddlight both young and old with theuniquemusic
of theAppalachianlap dulcimer.
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O, Friday, March 23
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nvironméntal Education Center

Presented by: Jon D. Beam, Senior Naturalist

Itisdancetimeand you areinvited to come and
watch. Thisdanceisunlike any you have experi-
enced before. Itistheunique courtshipritual of the
timberdoodle (a.k.a. theAmerican woodcock). An
indoor talk will focusonthenatura history and
behavior of thisunusua bird. Afterward, wewill go
outdoorsto watch and hear the ancient song and
dance of the*timberdoodle.” Dressfor theweather
and be prepared to spend sometime outdoors.

SPRING JOURNALING
Saturday, March 31
1:30-3p.m.
Environmental Education
Center
Presented by: Jon D. Beam, Senior Naturalist

Springishereand thesignsof spring areal around.
It'snot just thefirst robin of the seasonthat signals
thischange. Therearemany other natura events
happening if you takethetimetolook and listen.
Why not celebrate spring by starting anaturejourna
or adding to oneyou have started? Join usfor a
brief introduction to naturejournaing and then atrip
outdoorsto explorethe signsof spring and make
someentriesinyour naturejournal. Bring ajournal
or notebook and pen or pencil and planto spend
timeoutdoors.

(Sky Watch continued)

March bringsaspecia astronomical event. For the
first three daysof the month you can seethesix
brightest objectsinthe night sky abovethehorizon
at thesametime. Look about 45 minutes after
sunset to see, roughly fromwest to east: M ercury
(low inthe sky), Venus, Jupiter, Sirius, the M oon
andMar s(low inthesky). All will remainvisible
until March 7when Mer cury beginstofade.

Spring equinox ison March 20. Spring officialy
beginsinthe Northern Hemisphere. March’'sFull
M oon occurson the 7th and last quarter onthe
25th. Itisnear Venuson the 26th about an hour
after sunset inthewestern sky.




Keep in touch with the weekly PROGRAMSAT A GLANCE

. changes in nature by listening to
WVIA-FM & PPL's “The Nature
- Notebook” broadcast on 89.9. This January
winter you can learn about winter 13 Legendsof theNight Sky

ghosts, vertical worlds, space

explorers and much more. “The Nature Notebook” airs 21 Winter TreeWalk

at about 4:57 p.m. Sunday afternoons. Or you can 28 AtHomeintheWoods: Staying
listen to broadcasts online at: http://www.pplweb.com/ Sharp
community+partners/nature+notebook/
broadcasts.htm. Febr uar y

2 Young Explorers: Woodchuck

Wonders
25 Maple Sugaring Open House

March
4  Maple Sugaring Open House
18 Ddightful Dulcimer Afternoon
23 Timberdoodle Time
31 SpringJournaling
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